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This talk will describe how - and why - libraries and archives in Scotland and the United Kingdom (the spiders) are collecting web sites (the flies) as part of the collaborative UK Web Archive. It will also consider whether current web archiving technology heals and preserves, or whether we are simply left with a fly in the ointment.*

The focus will be on the work of the UK Web Archiving Consortium (UKWAC) – of which the National Library of Scotland is a founder member – covering the aims of the Consortium, technology and methodology, issues and challenges, and current developments. This will be followed by a brief tour of the archive. The National Library of Scotland’s Trusted Digital Repository Project will also be touched upon, explaining how this relates to web archiving, UK legal deposit, and the Library’s digital preservation plans.
UK Web Archive: http://www.webarchive.org.uk
National Library of Scotland: http://www.nls.uk/ 
*Derived from Old Testament, Ecclesiastes. x. 1: Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour (i.e. a minor irritation that spoils enjoyment).
